FINIS

POSTOEVSKY WAS AS MUCH ADMIRED AS TURGENEV AND
Tolstoy after the publication of The Brothers Karam-
zov; indeed, he inspired more faith than Turgenev and Tol-
stoy. Behind him were a joyless childhood, an undeserved
conviction, the penal colony, sickness, gambling, debts, pri-
vations, work on commission. He had passed through all
these ordeals as through a morass, and now emerged on the
plain, exhausted, bleeding, but saved.
Now he was old and weak. In his eyes, this sudden calm
heralded death. For the last seven years Dostoevsky had suf-
fered from an emphysema in the lungs, which he had con-
tracted as a result of his catarrh in spite of his frequent trips